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Middlebury Energy Committee (Virtual and Town Offices (small conference room)) 
Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 9:00 am 

Minutes 

 

Attendees:  Steve Maier, Dan Rafferty, Ross Conrad, Mike Roy, Richard Hopkins, Liv Herdman, 
Howard Widelitz 
Guests:  John Barstow, Chris Robbins, Jonathan Miller 
Absent:  Diane Munroe, Bill Cunningham, Lindsey Fuentes-George 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:00am 
 

1) Reviewed Agenda – no desired changes 
 

2) Vote on minutes from last meeting - a few minor typos were edited, Ross moved to 
approve as amended. There was unanimous approval 
 

3) Public Outreach –  
• Howard thinks this would be a good place to focus more of our resources. Mike Roy 

suggests joining in on broader communication strategies that already exist. Ross 
suggests that we try to join in on the town e-mail. The town email list is thought to be 
around 800 people. Richard proposed working on our outreach strategy for sharing 
our town wide reduction goal. John B. suggests that we work on press releases to 
the Addison Independent. Dan suggested coming up with a simple graphic for that 
message.  

• Steve mentioned that there is money coming soon from electric companies to 
provide access to renewable energy for low income Vermonters. When we get more 
details on that initiative we should work on publicizing it. 

• Mike volunteered to help run point on public outreach. Also, we should increase 
membership on the town mailing list. And use front porch forum! 

• Discussed a possible sweepstakes with Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity (CVOEO) to help with weatherization and/or fuel switching. 

• Think about the use of the Energy Committee website. 
• Also possibly revisit “energy visits” that we did in years past. 

 
4) Summit Housing Development  

A small group met and decided to present a short-written statement to the developers 
during the public comment period. Mike R. listed some issues that we may want to 
consider more broadly than just with the Summit project. 

a. Banning future gas hookups 
b. Documentation on cost comparisons between carbon-free and traditional 

construction 
c. Examples of carbon-free development in Vermont 
d. Identify allies to help do all of the above 
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We should not surprise the town with these thoughts, so it was suggested that 
we send something to the selectboard. The goal is to develop a collaborative 
relationship with the developer over this project so we can influence how they will 
build out. 
 

5) House Bill Action Plan 518 

It has been signed into law. The funding is a good source for the work planned for the 
library. Dan talked with Dana about the funding and there is a plan to follow up in July. 
Dan will follow up with the state-run program. There may be an opportunity to work with 
the program to help with establishing rules in the process that can benefit the library 
project. 

6) Updates and other news-  
Comprehensive Energy Plan 

a. John Barstow has been working with Jen Murray and the college to establish 
collaboration on an Energy Plan. Can the Energy Committee support the 
collaboration with $1500?  The money would be used to support staff from 
paleBLUEdot to facilitate meetings between the town and college. 

b. Ross made a motion to contribute up to $1500 towards a contract with 
paleBLUEdot to facilitate town coordination/collaboration with the college on a 
comprehensive climate action plan for the town, contingent on being able to 
allocate funds from this FY and that the college will match the funds. The motion 
was contingent upon the funds coming from the fiscal Year 2022 budget.  Dan 
Rafferty seconded the motion. Unanimous consent. 

Solar on the canopy of the train station is moving ahead and we will have more 
information next month. 

Hannaford Career Center renovation project. Steve will be meeting with people to 
discuss the decision-making process.  

 

Howard made a motion to adjourn at 10:35. 

 

 


